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Objectives of the Seminar 
¹Explain the judging system in Thematic 

philately, in order to understand the rules to 

achieve excellence in exhibiting  

¹Present hints on how to identify 

appropriate material in thematic exhibit  

 



Judges Responsibility 
·To interpret the regulations liberally  

·To give the exhibit the highest possible award 

·To give positive and constructive feedback 

·To help the exhibitor improve his exhibit  

·To be objective 

 



Rules for Competitive Exhibits ς  
Where are they defined? 

GREV 

GUIDELINES 

ɆDEFINITION OF  GENERAL RULES 

ɆSame Principles as in GREV 
ɆDifferent implementation  
 according to  class peculiarities 
ɆOne for  each competitive class 

ɆNo additional rules 
ɆClarification & Guidance 

SREV 

© G. Morolli  



Some believe that Thematic Philately has too many ǊǳƭŜǎΧ 

Rule Rule Rule Rule Rule Rule 

Rule Rule Rule Rule Rule Rule 

Rule Rule Rule Rule Rule Rule 

Rule Rule Rule Rule Rule 

Rule Rule Rule Rule Rule 

Rule Rule Rule Rule Rule 



RULES: GREV, SREV, Guidelines 
Does Thematic Philately have too many rules ?   

No, in fact there are only FIVE: 
 

1) The CONCEPT, as shown by the exhibit 
  ÔÈÅ -%33!'%ȟ ÓÈÏÕÄ ÂÅ ÅØÈÉÂÉÔÏÒȭÓ )../6!4)6% ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÒËȦ 
2) CHOICE OF MATERIAL: Philatelic criteria  
 POSTAL aspects of philatelic material (no private prints or markings!) 
3) CHOICE OF MATERIAL: Thematic criteria 
 LINKED to the theme or development 
4) CHOICE OF MATERIAL: Philatelic variety and quality 
 A WIDE variety and BEST quality 
5) PRESENTATION of the exhibit 
 Understandable, nice looking, clearly presented, nicely arranged 

 



Judging criteria                Points  

Treatment                     35 

1.1 Title and plan           15 

 Correct, logical, balanced, original 

 Consistency between the plan and the title  

1.2 Development     15 

 Elaboration of all aspects of the plan 

 Positioning of items and their connection to thematic text 

1.3 Innovation             5 

 Originality of treatment, new aspects 

Knowledge, personal study and research                  30 

2.1 Thematic            15 

 Correct, concise text and new thematic findings 

2.2 Philatelic            15 

 Widest variety and balance of all types of material in 

 respect of philatelic rules 

  Philatelic comments (text) 

      Condition and rarity                30 

4.1 Condition (quality of material w/r to its rarity)  10 

4.2 Rarity ( w/r to its importance and difficulty of acquisition) 20 

Presentation                     5 

5.1 Overall aesthetic balance, clarity of display and text 

  

TOTAL              100 

ALLOTMENT OF POINTS IN THE THEMATIC CLASS 



Philatelic Knowledge 

ü Presence of widest range of postal-philatelic material  and its balanced use 
(according to the type of material, regional span and time window) 

 

ü Avoid errors: 

 -  full compliance with the rules of postal philately 

 -  appropriateness of postal documents 

 -  appropriateness and correctness of the philatelic text, when needed 

 

ü Presence of philatelic studies and skillful  use of important philatelic 
material 

 

The philatelic text should be in a smaller font and form! 



The Importance of  
Philatelic Material 



THE THEMATIC EXHIBIT 
has two essential properties: 

 

1. It describes a story  

 

2. The story is illustrated with appropriate philatelic 
material in its postal aspects 



The principles of thematic philately 
·Not restricted by space or time 

·5ÓÉÎÇ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÐÈÉÌÁÔÅÌÙȭÓ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ 

·Using only items with definite and close links to the 
topic 

·A fair balance between philatelic means and thematic 
necessities 

 é and importantly: 

 use the most « postal » items possibleé 



Appropriate Material 
A Thematic exhibit uses all kind of philatelic material in its 

postal aspects according to illustration, purpose of issue 

etc. 

 

Guidelines: 

Appropriate postal-philatelic material is that which, for the 

purpose of transmitting mail or other postal 

communications, has been issued, intended for issue, or 

produced in the preparation for issue, used, or treated 

as valid for postage by governmental, local or private 

postal agencies, or by other duly commissioned or 

empowered authorities.  

 



MATERIAL 
There should be as much variety as possible 

(both within the whole exhibit and on the single sheet)! 

- In the TYPE of material:  

    3ÔÁÍÐÓȟ ÃÁÎÃÅÌÌÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÐÏÓÔÁÌ ÓÔÁÔÉÏÎÅÒÙȟ ÃÏÖÅÒÓȟ ÐÒÏÏÆÓȣ 

- Spatial :  

    Material from ALL OVER the world 

- Temporal : 

    Material from ALL PERIODS from pre- to modern-philately  

 

 

 



THE PILLARS OF THEMATIC PHILATELY 

© Jonas Hällström  



Degree of importance of philatelic material 
   

·Stamps 

·Postal stationery and booklets 

·Other: cancellations, telegrams, frankings ȣ 

·Artist sketches and examples of printing process* 

·Examples from relevant postal history items 

 
(*)  Depends on the issuing country and printing house (e.g. Tonga vs. House of Questa) 



Essays and Proofs 
world status: essay for the most classic stamps 



Essays and Proofs 
world status: proof for the most classic stamps 

Damian Läge 



Essays and Proofs 
high importance: accepted drawings 



Essays and Proofs 
high importance: die proofs for controlling engraving process 



Essays and Proofs 
high importance: die proofs for controlling engraving process 



Essays and Proofs 
high importance: Sepia printers proof 



Essays and Proofs 
moderate importance: colour and plate proofs  

(production process) 



Essays and Proofs 
moderate importance: colour and plate proofs  

(production process) 



Essays and Proofs 
 moderate importance: colour and plate proofs  

(production process) 



Essays and Proofs 
moderate importance: colour and plate proofs  

(production process) 



Essays and Proofs 
moderate importance: presentation proof 



Essays and Proofs 
moderate importance: approval proof 



Essays and Proofs 
moderate importance: cards for asking final approval 



Essays and Proofs 
lesser importance: rejected stamp drawings 



Essays and Proofs 
lesser importance: preliminary drawings of accepted designs 



Essays and Proofs 
lesser importance: ÁÒÔÉÓÔȬÓ ÄÉÅ proofs 



Essays and Proofs 
no importance: preliminary drawings of rejected designs 

Suggest not to be used in the exhibit  



Essays and Proofs 
no importance: photographic archive material 

Suggest not to be used in the exhibit  



Essays and Proofs 
no importance: souvenir colour proofs for philatelists 

Suggest not to be used in the exhibit  



Essays and Proofs 
no importance: souvenir French epreuve gravure 

Suggest not to be used in the exhibit  



Essays and Proofs 
no importance: deluxe sheet / deluxe proof 

Suggest not to be used in the exhibit  



Essays and Proofs 
no importance: souvenir Belgian ministry proof  

Suggest not to be used in the exhibit  



We can use a miniature sheets for the illustration of the stamp(s) 
and for the illustrations on the margins  

Miniature Sheet 



Tabs ( Israel)  

Official information (text or drawings)                        
appearing in the margins of stamps if these vignettes are 

together with the stamp  

Patriotic or private publicity  

Colour guide for 
impression Ą 



The information (text or design)  

found on the back of the stamps  

USSR:  
In equal currency of copper money 



The information (text or design)  
found on the back of the stamps  

 

 

ɆPrinted on bank notes(Latvia)  

 

ɆPrinted on maps (Latvia ) 

 



      Watermarks  
ɆSecurity measure to avoid counterfeiting : drawings directly 

inscribed in the wood pulp.  

ɆTo see the watermark, one can put the stamp back to front  on a 
black backing  


