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Classification of 
Exhibits
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Classification of Exhibits

Philatelic literature exhibit can be any publication 
that is related to 

• Research in the field  of philately and/or 

• the documentation, the education and the 
promotion of philately.
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Classification of Exhibits

Philatelic Literature divided into three categories.

• Monographs

• Periodicals

• Digital media
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Classification of Exhibits

a. Monographs

Monographs are detailed written studies of a single
specialized subject or an aspect of it.
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Classification of Exhibits

a. Monographs

They include

• bibliographies

• special studies, handbooks and other similar 
publications

• catalogues (general or specialized) (specialized 
auction) (Exhibition)

• documentation of collections

• documents from lectures & collections of articles 
forming an independent entity.
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Classification of Exhibits

b. Periodicals

Periodicals are publications that appear regularly.

• magazines or journals published weekly, monthly 
or other regular intervals

• yearbooks and similar publications.
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Classification of Exhibits

c. Digital media

Digital media include all kinds of digitally produced
and used publications that comply with the
classifications of Literature Exhibits.

• Websites

• Applications or software.
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Judging of 
Exhibits
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Judging of Exhibits

Exhibits will be judged by FIP accredited jurors

Reading ability in at least two languages, one of
which must be official FIP languages

(English, Spanish, French and German).

One of the jurors with good skills in using digital
media.
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Judging of Exhibits

Following relative terms are presented to lead the
Jury to a balanced evaluation:

Treatment of contents 40

Originality, significance and depth of research 40

Technical matters 15

Presentation 5

Total 100
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Use of Evaluations 
System
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Use of the Evaluation System

Use of a point system with appropriate scoring
sheets, helpful to reach balanced evaluations.

Final point totals also must be looked at in terms of
the overall quality of the exhibits.
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Use of the Evaluation System

Printed and digital media have different scoring
approaches.
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A- Printed 
Monographs 

& 
Periodicals 
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A- Printed Monographs & Periodicals

Treatment of contents – Authorship

• How well is story identified & told

• Evaluation of literary style, clarity

• Skill in communication.
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Treatment of contents 

Example 1
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Treatment of contents 

Example 2
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Treatment of contents 

Example 3
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A- Printed Monographs & Periodicals

Originality, significance, depth of research –

Philatelic Aspects

• Overall significance - global importance to philately

• Degree of original discoveries, research, analysis

• Comprehensive - depth & scope

• Understanding of subject.
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Original discoveries, 
research, analysis 

Example 
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Page from Exhibit

Danish Postal History
1875-1907

Won 98 (GPIC)
Helvetia 2022 
FIP Exhibition



A- Printed Monographs & Periodicals

Technical matters – Editorial aspect

• How well is work constructed

• Title page, imprint, pagination, list of contents, use
of footnotes

• Acknowledgements, bibliography, index & use of
illustrations & tables - captions, consistency in
layout & text.
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List of contents 

Example 1
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List of contents 

Example 2
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List of contents 

Bilingual Example
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Consistency 
in layout and  text

Example 1
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Consistency 
in layout and  text

Example 2



A- Printed Monographs & Periodicals

Presentation – Publishing aspect

• Binding, print, paper quality, page size

• Use of colour in illustrations.
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B- Digital 
Monographs 

& 
Periodicals 
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B- Digital Monographs & Periodicals

Treatment of contents – Authorship

• Clarity of writing style

• Chapter structure

• Quality of illustrations

• Index

• Searchability

• Footnotes

• Use of hyperlinks

• Navigation around digital document.
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B- Digital Monographs & Periodicals

Originality, significance, depth of research –

Philatelic Aspects

• Overall significance - global importance to philately

• Degree of original discoveries, research, analysis

• Comprehensive - depth & scope (depth of
coverage of subject)

• Understanding of subject.
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B- Digital Monographs & Periodicals

Technical matters – Editorial aspect

• Typography

• Ease of obtaining product

• Medium (e.g. USB drive, DVD, CD, download)

• Platform (e.g. PC, Mac, iPad, phone)

• Compatibility current & old versions of operating
systems.
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B- Digital Monographs & Periodicals

Presentation – Publishing aspect

• Visual appearance;

• Adherence to disability guidelines re use of colour.
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C- Website
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C- Website

Treatment of contents – Authorship

• Usability

• Functionality

• Data content

• Navigation
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• Pagination 

• Page structure

• Use of free/restricted pages

• Searchability.
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C- Website

Originality, significance, depth of research –

Philatelic Aspects

• Creativity

• Breadth of scope covered.
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C- Website

Technical matters – Editorial aspect

• Platform (e.g. PC, Mac, iPad, phone);

• Compatibility - current and old versions of OS.
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C- Website

Presentation – Publishing aspect

• Visual appearance;

• Adherence to disability guidelines re use of colour.

(it ensures that digital content is accessible to a 
broader audience, regardless of their abilities or 
disabilities)
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Website 

Example 1

https://fuchs-online.com/overlandmail/

https://fuchs-online.com/overlandmail/
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Website 

Example 2

The Portal of the Modern Philatelist 

https://e-filatelia.ro/

https://e-filatelia.ro/


D- Applications
or

Software

41



D- Applications or Software 

Treatment of contents – Authorship

• Technical innovation;

• How much of the software is original development
v packaged use of standard IT tools.
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D- Applications or Software 

Originality, significance, depth of research –

Philatelic Aspects

• Usability

• Functionality of philatelic aspects of product

• Navigation.
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D- Applications or Software 

Technical matters – Editorial aspect

• Ease of obtaining product

• Medium (e.g. USB drive, DVD, CD, download)

• Platform (e.g. PC, Mac, iPad, phone)

• Compatibility - current and old versions of OS.
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D- Applications or Software 

Presentation – Publishing aspect

• Visual appearance;

• Adherence to disability guidelines re use of colour.
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Judging Aspects
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Judging Aspects

Two aspects of the thought process in judging are
worth stressing

1- Judges should look for the positive aspects of the
exhibits, rather than looking to see

"how many points can I take off"
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Judging Aspects

2- Evaluations have to be made on a comparative
basis with respect to what else has been published
on that subject.

How well similar matters are handled in other
publications, even such questions as how significant
a given publication may be for one country or
language group as compared with others.
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Judging Aspects

These comparative factors can all change from one
year or one exhibition to another, and it’s possible
that such changes may affect the evaluation of an
exhibit.
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Judges Responsibility
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Judges Responsibility

Be generous in interpreting the regulations 

Give the exhibits maximum possible points 

Help exhibitors to improve and get better award 

Help exhibitors to show the knowledge and tell a 
good story in an attractive way

In other words, to help the exhibitor improve and 
get the highest award possible.
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Judges Responsibility

Please encourage exhibitors

  so exhibiting will grow

  Judge’s responsibility is to ENCOURAGE and GROW 
exhibiting
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Thank you for listening

Questions are welcome
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