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Evaluation of Picture Postcard Exhibits

Criteria for exhibits

o Idea, plan (10) and treatment (20) 30

o Knowledge and research 35

o Condition (10) and rarity (20) 30

o Presentation 5  

Total marks 100

Similar to other philatelic classes.

Medals are awarded as in other philatelic classes.
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Idea, Plan, and Treatment

Exhibiting  and  Judging
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Evaluation of Picture Postcard Exhibits

Criteria for exhibits

o Idea, plan (10) and treatment (20) 30

o Knowledge and research 35

o Condition (10) and rarity (20) 30

o Presentation 5  

Total marks 100

4



Idea

Special Regulations for the Evaluation of Picture Postcard Exhibits 

at FIP Exhibitions

“exhibit is treated according to a geographical (topographical) topic, 

a thematic topic, or according to a special aspect (an artist, the 

printing, the material), or completely according to the exhibitor’s 

own choice.” 

Guidelines for Judging Picture Postcard Exhibits

“clear connection between title, structure and treatment”

“originality, imagination, and creative ideas will be rewarded”
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Title

Special Regulations for the Evaluation of Picture Postcard Exhibits 

at FIP Exhibitions

“title and plan must be presented on the introductory page”

“title must mirror the content of the exhibit in the best possible way.” 

Guidelines for Judging Picture Postcard Exhibits

“correspondence between the title, the plan, and . . . story”
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Title

Examples

Sandgate

A Rant for Nationalism

King Edward VII, the Man who Defined an Era

Port Elizabeth: a Compendium of Postcards

The American Great White Fleet Voyage of 1907-09

HSBC – Building the Bank since 1865

Paris by Night

Schlaraffia from Art to Lodge

Paul Finkenrath (1897 – 1910)
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Plan

Special Regulations for the Evaluation of Picture Postcard Exhibits 

at FIP Exhibitions

“plan must be presented on the introductory page”

“plan must show the intention and the structure of the exhibit” 

“main and sub sections of the exhibit must show the structure and 

logical development”

“demonstrate personal creativity, knowledge, and research.” 

Guidelines for Judging Picture Postcard Exhibits

“idea and plan will be evaluated according to the correspondence 

between the title, the plan, and the development of the story through 

the whole exhibit.”
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Suggested improvements: 

o Does the frame by frame approach accurately reflect a logical 

treatment of the subject? 

o Is Chapter 5 a genuinely separate section?

o Could have less text in “description” section.
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Suggested improvements: 

o Good that chapters logically 

cover different time periods.

o Could have less text in 

chapter breakdowns.

o Page numbers would make it 

easier to find particular 

sections
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Suggested improvements: 

o Balance – frame 2 covers two and a half chapters.

o Do the chapters reflect the title – do they cover the changes from 

Mesopotamia to Iraq?
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o London 2022 FIP – scored 10 out of 10 for Idea and Plan. 

o Why?

o Not a frame by frame structure. Chapter headings give 

development of the title. Page numbering makes particular 

sections within the exhibit easy to find. Balanced.



Title Page

What else could or should be on the title page ??

Guidelines for Judging Picture Postcard Exhibits

“The introduction should lead to the story line which carries the 

viewer through the exhibit”

This means there should be an introductory statement expanding on 

the title and linking the title to the plan – sometimes called an 

intention statement.

The intention statement often starts with the words “this exhibit 

shows” or “the purpose of this exhibit is” 
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Title Page

Intention Statement - expands on the title, links title to plan



Title Page

What else could or should be on the title page ??

1. An explanation of how rarity will be shown in the exhibit (we 

will look at rarity in the next section)

2. A bibliography  - for the benefit of viewers, and judges who get 

a copy of the title page.

3. An interesting item to create interest for the viewer and the judge
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Intention of the exhibit 

Plan and structure of exhibit, 

including page numbering.

Interesting postcard to engage 

the viewer

Key to differentiate the story 

from technical information, 

and, how rarity is shown.

Bibliography

Title clearly indicates the 

content 
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SIX key aspects on title page
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A one frame exhibit

but still the six key aspects are 

on the title page.

And again on the next slide.
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Treatment

Special Regulations for the Evaluation of Picture Postcard Exhibits 

at FIP Exhibitions

“treatment must be according to the title and plan.”

“each picture postcard must have a connection with the topic.”

 

Guidelines for Judging Picture Postcard Exhibits

“treatment . . . choice of the items . . where they are placed within 

the storyline . . . text in relation to the item.” 

“variety of the material is important.” 

“treatment . .  . of printing method, and printer/publisher is equally 

important.”
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Treatment

Henrik Mouritsen on treatment (Postal History seminar)

o Is there agreement between the title, the plan and the content of 

the exhibit?

o Does the exhibitor tell a well-connected, structured, complete and 

balanced story  in the exhibit and on the pages?

o Is there a close connection between the story and the material 

shown, and does each item help progress the story/subject?

o Does the story/theme flow smoothly from page to page and item 

to item?
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Pg 81
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Main and sub sections
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Knowledge and Research

Exhibiting  and  Judging
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With a focus on extending technical 

knowledge of cards, but not including 

printing methods. 

(Printing methods were covered in the 

Cape Town seminar, now on the F.I.P. 

website) 



Evaluation of Picture Postcard Exhibits

Criteria for exhibits

o Idea, plan (10) and treatment (20) 30

o Knowledge and research 35

o Condition (10) and rarity (20) 30

o Presentation 5  

Total marks 100

Informally, Knowledge and Research is broken into 

15 marks for knowledge of the subject 

20 marks for knowledge of the cards
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Knowledge and Research;   . . . card knowledge only

Special Regulations for the Evaluation of Picture Postcard Exhibits 

at FIP Exhibitions

“Research is a pre-requisite for knowledge of the topic and the 

Picture Postcards, and this is demonstrated in a brief text in 

connection with each Picture Postcard”

Guidelines for Judging Picture Postcard Exhibits

“choice and variety of material”

“may contain information about photographer or artist”

“information about printing method, and printer/publisher.” 

25



Card knowledge and research

o Knowledge and research about the postcards shows a wide 

understanding of technical knowledge in relation to the exhibit 

material, which may include; 

o Publisher

o Photographer

o Production method

o Distribution method

o Postal usage to help establish when the postcard was 

issued.
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Card knowledge and research

This knowledge should be demonstrated across the exhibit, rather 

than necessarily for each postcard.

Technical information should extend beyond that printed on the 

postcards.
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Technical information is shown in blue italics to distinguish it 

from the story line.

But – could this technical information be extended beyond what is 

on the card?



The Trocadero. The cross shows where the Wellington 
Auctioneering Co.’s premises stood (the origin of the fire).

Photographer; unknown.   Publisher; unknown. 
Date of issue; unknown. Divided back.
Printing method; letterpress half-tone.

What if the card 

doesn’t have much 

information?

Many cards do not 

have any information 

about photographer,   

or publisher, or dates.

Don’t tell the viewer 

what you don’t know.



Card knowledge - publisher, photographer
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Card knowledge – distribution method
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Rarity

Exhibiting  and  Judging
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Evaluation of Picture Postcard Exhibits

Criteria for exhibits

o Idea, plan (10) and treatment (20) 30

o Knowledge and research 35

o Condition (10) and rarity (20) 30

o Presentation 5  

Total marks 100
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Special Regulations for the Evaluation of Picture Postcard Exhibits 

at FIP Exhibitions

Rarity is directly related to the difficulty in finding such postcards, 

the difficulty of acquisition. 

Guidelines for Judging Picture Postcard Exhibits

Rarity is directly related to the difficulty in finding such postcards, 

the difficulty of acquisition. 

o How difficult would it be to duplicate the exhibit. 

o Some ‘Real Photo’ postcards may be close to unique, as they 

were often produced only in very small numbers. 

o Even some printed Picture Postcards can be extremely difficult to 

find. 

o Picture Postcards showing details with people, activities, 

transport, etc. are more important than general views. 
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Often there are two approaches seen in exhibits

“Judges should know what is rare”   

or   

“everything in my exhibit is rare”. 

BUT . . . 

Rarity is worth 20 points, so, it would be better for you to explain to 

the judges which of your items are rare, and why.

And, how you are going to show the judges the rare items?
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How do you show which items are rare?

On title page explain how rare items will be identified
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or – an asterisk,    or a star



How do you know which items are rare?

Picture postcards can be rare for different reasons.
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One of only three postcards made in a 

photographer’s studio with a Maori 

portrait, known to William Main, author 

of many books about NZ postcards, after 

sorting through thousands of Maori 

picture postcards.
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A complete set of instalment 

postcards, which were meant to 

be sent one at a time, then put 

together to make a picture. 
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An early (1905) Real Photo postcard. 

It shows three German princesses.

Published in small numbers.

Of special interest to history 

collectors.
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Advertising cards were usually give-aways, so the number given 

away, and then kept, is low.

A novelty hold-to-light card showing a map of Australia.
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Silk card naming a regiment.

Queens Own Royal West 

Kent Regiment
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What other factors might make a picture postcard rare ??

Would specialised books / auction catalogues / websites / 

collectors’ organisations be useful?
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Because there are often no catalogues or scarcity ratings related to 

your subject, rarity is often a question of your own knowledge and 

experience.



The end 

Questions ??

The end 

. . . except for developments in Picture Postcard exhibiting

o Regulations and Guidelines are being reviewed and 

combined into one document.

o One major change, which is likely, affects the definition 

of a picture postcard.
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Definition of a Picture Postcard

A Picture Postcard must have an illustration. Furthermore …

i) Used Picture Postcards (circulated through the postal service 

or in any other manner treated postally) must show that they 

have been through a postal service.

ii) Unused (non-postally treated) Picture Postcards must have 

printed text or printed address lines, for example a postage area, 

which shows that the card is meant to be posted without an 

envelope.
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