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! Open Class - Scandinavia in 1990s

! Social Class - Australia, New Zealand, United Kingdom

! Display Class - USA 

! FEPA Initiative - Open Class is recognised as 
an ‘experimental’ class in 2004 in Singapore

! Open Philately is recognised as a discipline 
at the FIP Congress 2012 in Jakarta

! FIP amendment to points August 2018

! Motion at FIP Congress 9 August 2022 to establish
a Commission for Open Philately

! Working Group established to prepare documentation for a Commission
under the chairmanship of Peter Suhadolc to report to the FIP Congress 
in Seoul in 2024 

1. INTRODUCTION 
In the Beginning .. and now



! ‘These Guidelines have been drafted with regard 
to Open Philately, to help the jury to judge 

the individual exhibits and to help exhibitors 

to develop their exhibits.’

2. The Guidelines
Competitive Exhibitions



! ‘Open Philately seeks to broaden the range of exhibiting and to allow 
philatelists to include objects from other collecting fields in support 
of, and in order to develop, an understanding of the philatelic 
material shown.

! It provides and opportunity to present the range of research 
undertaken by showing the philatelic material in its cultural, social, 
industrial, commercial, or other context and to show wider and 
deeper knowledge of the topic.

! By allowing and extended range of material Open Philately has the 
further objective of bringing new collectors to the skill and 
enjoyment of exhibiting and demonstrating its attractiveness as a 
hobby.’

2. The Guidelines
Rules



! ‘The philatelic material must be at least 50% of the exhibit.

! The non-philatelic material may be up to 50% of the exhibit, 

but it is not a requirement that the non-philatelic material

comprises half of the exhibit. 

However, the variety of the non-philatelic material is important 

as it will influence the judging of Treatment as well as Material.’

2. The Guidelines
Rules



! ‘Open Philately exhibits show the dual aspects of philatelic and
non-philatelic material, and the exhibit must develop the chosen 
subject in an imaginative and creative manner.’

! ‘Open Philately exhibits may include:

• All types of philatelic material included in all other exhibiting 
categories (see SREV’s).

• Non-philatelic material may include all types of items, excluding 
dangerous and prohibited material. Non-philatelic items must be 
relevant to the chosen subject and serve to illustrate it.’

2. The Guidelines 
Principles of Exhibit Composition



‘Open Philately exhibits may include (continued):

• The philatelic items must be described in the proper philatelic 
terms, as they would have been in a similar TR, PH, TH or any 
other exhibit.

• The non-philatelic items must be described and be relevant and 
assist the development of the exhibit.

• Exhibits may be planned chronologically, geographically, or any
other way that the exhibitor may feel appropriate to employ.

2. The Guidelines 
Principles of Exhibit Composition



! The importance of understanding an Open Philately exhibit can 
mean that the necessary text will be included to provide 
background information for the chosen subject.

! However, all text must be concise and clear.

! The non-philatelic material must improve the understanding of 
the open philately subject and the attractiveness of the exhibit.

2. The Guidelines 
Criteria for Evaluating and Judging Exhibits



Treatment 30
Title and Plan 10
Treatment 20

Knowledge and Research 35
Philatelic Knowledge and Research 20
Non-philatelic Knowledge and Research 15

Material 30
Condition 10
Rarity 20

Presentation 5

Total 100

2. The Guidelines 
Criteria for Evaluating and Judging Exhibits



! A total of 10 points should be related to Title and Plan, the 
two representing a meaningful entity. The Title defines the 
scope of the exhibit, the Plan defines the structure of the 
exhibit, and covers all major aspects relevant to the title.

! Treatment (development) means to elaborate the scope in 
depth aiming to achieve an arrangement of the material 
fully compliant with the plan.

! The points for Treatment (development) are 20 points.

! TOTAL - 30 points.

2. The Guidelines 
Title & Plan and Treatment



The Introductory or Title page must show:

• The aim/scope of the exhibit.

• Relevant general information on the subject being 
developed in the exhibit.

• A plan explaining the development/structure of the 
exhibit. The plan should not include an extensive text,  
but a logical division of the topic into sections.

• An indication of personal research.

• A bibliography. 

2. The Guidelines 
Title & Plan and Treatment



! Show a thorough knowledge of the topic through the 
choice of material and the use of a brief but sufficient text.

! Philatelic knowledge and research - 20 points. 

! Non-philatelic knowledge and research - 15 points.

! Knowledge and Research: TOTAL - 35 points.

2. The Guidelines 
Knowledge and Research



! All philatelic material must be original.

! All non-philatelic material should be original, where at all possible;
use a variety of non-philatelic material.

! All philatelic and non-philatelic material should be 
in the best possible condition.

! Reproductions should be at least 25% different in size from the original.

! Give indication of rarity of all material.

! Condition - 10 points.
! Rarity - 20 points.

! Condition and Rarity: TOTAL - 30 points.

2. The Guidelines 
Material – Condition and Rarity



! The exhibit should be appealing and well-balanced 
by sheet, by frame, and overall.

! If material requires it, consider larger paper format, e.g. A3 
(2 sheets across) or “square” sheets (three sheets across).

! The non-philatelic material must be no more than 5 mm in 
thickness. 

! Consider colour (no strong ones) and quality of paper.

! Consider typeface and point size.

! Presentation: TOTAL - 5 points.

2. The Guidelines 
Presentation



! FIP – Fédération Internationale de Philatélie

! FIP website: https://www.f-i-p.ch

! Click on ‘Regulations and Guidelines’

! Click on ‘Open Philately’

Where you can find the Guidelines?

https://www.f-i-p.ch/


Most asked Questions - 1

How do I measure the philatelic material in relation to 
the non-philatelic material?

Do not try to work out the percentage of the items or 
how much they cover on the page. Do not count the 
number of different items.

Look at the page, look at the frame, and take a step 
back and look at the whole exhibit. It is mostly quite 
easy to see if there is a balance of the philatelic and 
the non-philatelic material.



Most asked Questions - 2

Are postcards philatelic or non-philatelic?

If the picture side of the postcard is shown, the item 
is non-philatelic.

If the address side is shown, the item is philatelic.

Most postcards in an Open Philately exhibit are non-
philatelic as the address side usually is of no 
importance for the story.



Most asked Questions - 3

How important is the variety of the non-philatelic material?

The non-philatelic material may be up to 50%. 

Therefore, it is important to use as many different and relevant 
kinds of non-philatelic material as is possible. 

Several similar items will not give top points.



Synopsis

! Many exhibitors find that there is not enough space on the 
Introductory page for aim, structure, background 
information, useful information, plan, a schedule, an 
illustration, etc.

! So, provide a Synopsis, where background and other useful 
information can assist the judges, particularly on a topic 
that might not be widely known. Further schedules can be 
included. Rarities can be pointed out, maybe even 
illustrated. New acquisitions since the exhibit was last 
shown, is useful.

! A Synopsis should be no longer than 2 sides A4 paper. It 
should be provided with the exhibition application form and 
the Introductory page. This is sent to the relevant judges in 
advance of the exhibition.



The following examples are from a variety 
of different Open Philately Exhibits:

1. Medicine – Its History and Development ... Jenny Banfield

2. Christmas Dinner at the Hotel Portland, Portland, Oregon December 25th 1914 ... 
Elizabeth Hisey 

3. Denmark: Conscience, Conflict, and Camps 1932-1949 ... Birthe King

4. Your Cuppa Tea, The History, Culture and Business of Tea ... Jari Majander

5. Coaching ways and Coaching Days in Great Britain and Ireland ... Héloise Mitchell

6. A Royal Ménage à Trois ... Iva Mouritsen



3. The Title of the Exhibit

It is important to have a good title that tells what the topic is 
about, is innovative and eye-catching.

Use an indication, e.g. period in years, if appropriate to the 
topic.

Use a sub-title if necessary.

A Royal Ménage à Trois and its Historical Consequences 

Denmark: Conscience, Conflict, and Camps 1932-1949

Your Cuppa Tea. The History, Culture and Business of Tea



3. The Plan

! The exhibit should tell a story, with a beginning, a middle, 
and an end.

! The headings in the plan should be the same as the heading 
on the individual pages.

! The plan should not be a list of content, rather a brief 
paragraph providing key words or terms for the chapter or 
section or frame.

! Adding page numbers might sometimes be helpful.



A few Introductory Pages



Introductory Page











Treatment, Knowledge and Research, 
Condition and Rarity, Presentation

Most pages in an exhibit will include aspects of all these criteria



Treatment is the relationship between the title of the exhibit, the scope of the 
story, and the structure of the exhibit, but it is also the choice of the material.

" Do the headings in the Plan correspond with the headings/sub-headings on 
the individual pages?

" Does the exhibit bring the story forward - storyline? 

" Is the item relevant to the story being told?

" Is the text appropriate for the items – not too much, but enough to 
describe the item, and perhaps a little extra of interest, e.g. extract of a 
letter? All philatelic/non-philatelic items must be have a text.

4. Treatment













5. Philatelic and Non-Philatelic 
Knowledge and Research

Knowledge is shown in the choice of both kinds of material 
and analysis of the material through personal studies. 

It is the collective knowledge gained from books, articles, 
websites, manuals, information shared with other philatelists.

Research, however, is new knowledge or knowledge presented 
from a new angle, not previously published. 

It is recommended that the exhibitor might write articles in 
philatelic magazines and journals, or even a book.



Philatelic Knowledge









Non-Philatelic Knowledge











Philatelic Research









Non-Philatelic Research









6. Condition and Rarity

The quality of philatelic material in Open Philately can be 
compared with similar material in other classes. If the quality 
is not fine, explain why, e.g. a soldier’s letter that has been in 
a pocket in a trench.

Similarly with the quality of non-philatelic material.

Rarity can be very difficult to assess in Open Philately, 
although some registers may be used for e.g. postal history 
items.

Therefore, it is vital that the exhibitor explains why an item is 
rare or significant, and how it is indicated on the pages. This 
should be included on the Title Page, e.g. # $ ☯ or a thicker 
frame, perhaps in a brighter colour. 



Condition 









Rarity









7. Presentation

Presentation might only be five points, but it can colour the 
impression of the whole exhibit.

Choose the most appropriate size paper for the material, e.g. 
A3, and a light colour e.g. creme, not coloured or bleached 
white.

Choose an easily readable typography, e.g. Lucida Sans, Gill 
Sans, Arial, and never less than 12 points. Do not use several 
different type faces, emphasise with bold or italics or a 
different colour. 

Layout can be a great challenge in Open Philately, but it also 
provides room for imagination and innovation.











Vielen Dank
Thank you very much

Merci beaucoup
Muchas gracias



Q & A


